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Kingdom is set
to boost digital
safety with
new legislation

A NEW legislation to boost
digilal safety was onanimonsly
approved by the Shors Couscil
yeslerday.

TUnder the law, cyber cimi-
nals could face pamishments of
np o twa years in jail or fines of
up to BD500, of bot.

Ay form of theft using mo-
bile phones, computers, tablets
ar any ofher electronde, mag-
netic, elecrochemical or visual
devices with the ability to send,
receive, process, dore and 1e-
store dafa” will be pumished
wilh oo less than loee monlhs
in jail.

If the intent is to steal infor-
mation, dala or photographs,
the pudshment will be uperad-
e 10w less han & year i pris-
an,

The aceused will face a max-
imam of two years in jail or a
fine of up to BD300 if the at-
tempted hack ic from device lo
device.

Thefl off
inlorma-
tica. data
ar  phe
topraphe

sfons
wll.h the

al up la
BDsiak,
ar bath.

T h e "
oew i
sertions % Ma Tawnal
1o tlie 1976 Penal Code drafted
by the govenunent were unan-
imoudy approved by MPs in
Octobser Hus year.

It bine now been referred to
the Cabinet for ratification by
His Majesly King Hanvad

Menuwhile, Youth Affairs
Mimister Rawan Tawfigi said,
in 3 wrillen Tesponse o ihe
conncil. it youth empower-
mend centres receve all kinds
of snppoit to wabance theis role
b live with the National Strat-
egy for Youth Empowerment.

She exd financial suppont
waz, however, subject to elig-
bility condifions and criteria,
mclucing the efficency of the
centre’s aonual plan and its
commitment to implementing
the systems and laws spedific lo
such centres

In aaller response, Heallh
Migister Dr Jalila Al Sayved
said & comprehensive penctic
survey is underway as parl of
lomg-term health strategies.

She said the mimstry was
comaifted o implementing the
Natioual Genome Froject, le-
veraging cutting-edge scienfific
methods to enhance the quality
of healthea n Balsain.

The project is simed st pre-
venling genetic deeases and
developing effective treatments,
she m in response fo A
qeery from Shura second vice
chairwoman Dy Jihad Al Fadhel.

Shra  Coumgl  members
were notified aboul the re-
spoases during the weddy ses-
siom vesterday.

XLVII 278 :aul)

Bahrain ‘a beacon of religious tolerance’

SHITRA Coumiil Chiabrmam Al Saleh
Al Sal ns extended warm wishes o
Chiristians in Baliein and arsind e
worhl on the occasion of Christmas.

Speaking during the opening of

ithe weekly seaston yesterday, he ex
preseed pride in Bahrain's unigue
model of peaceful co existence and
uman telerance, Which embraces
and reapecty all Taltlis and sects.

He highlighted the kingdom s com-
mitment to fostering values of broth-
erhand, love amd peare smang its di-
verse papulation.

He prayed for contimaed goodwill,
harmony and unily ameng wll el
gihoins and e ol ie woald,
wishing evervene o lessed nnd joy-
s holiday seaven.

“Babrain continnes to be A ining ex
ample of religious felorance aul peace
ol cecxistemes B G reglon, with its
leadershlp and cirizens working hand
i bl 0o mplioli the st valnee.” e s,

“The exchange of greetings and
mutnal respect mg religions cel-
ebrations reflect the esvence of Bah-
vaini seciety, where diversiiy is cele-

brated and cherished.

“As the Tegtive seavom unfolids, (e
Kingdoin slands as a veminder th
unity, respect wnd shared values are
the cornersiones of o thriving und
harmonions ssciety.”

Hala Fayez. a Christlan member
of the Shura Council, expressed her
deep appreciation for the leader
shilp s unWavering support and com
mimment (o festering a culiure of i
clusion and respect. She thanked the
leadership for their steadinst eforts
in premaoting religions islerance and

upholding the principles of coexis-
ence Ml Baloain is celebrated Do

“The warmih and opennes with
whichh Babrain embroces all Twiths
und cultures make sur Kingdom n
beacan of harmeny and mutual re
gpect in a werld that offen strugsles
With divislon.” she remarked.

“As A Christian, 1 am profoundly
avatetul for the space te practise my
Talth freely amd Tor the leadership's
dealicatinm tl nurturing unity within
B sy,
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Law to scrap pharmacy
branch limit approved

By MOHAMMED AL A°ALI

AN urgent  govern-
ment-drafled legislation 1o
cancel the cap on branches
of pharmacies, enrrently et
at frve, his been unanomous-
ly approved by the Shura
Coungtl.

The posal  to  amend
the 19907 Pharmacy Law has
Leen backed by vareus gov-
emment bodies, professional
crgani gations and the private
seclor,

‘The Health Ministry, the
Supreme Council for Meallh
(3CH) and the National
Health Regulatory Authosity
[NITRA) have also supparted
the deatt law.

Tlealth Mindster Dy Talila Al
Sayved, wha is also responsi-
ble for NHRA, said the legis-
ed with the rapid
urbanigation e kingdom
and the consrction of new
cities, which necessitate more
pliaracies,

The  Babrain  Chambeer
wvoiced ite support for the
drall Taw ancl emphasised that
while it encowraged market
opermess,  meces safe-
guarcks hance b be mantained

The chamber  proposed
several measares boo protect
natioasl phar-

0ACLeE, m-
cluding:
®  Selling

limits om the
number  of
platmacies
Ao iodivicual
cr enlity can
operale,

were being =ald
by the private
sector,

We perovide
Free medicines

W The Shura session in progress

0il price rise debate postponed

THE Shnra Ceuncil yesterday postponed debate on & new
sirategy that would sce higher global ofl prices resuliing i

“From a personal experi-
ence, my molher uses a mecd-
icine with a bluc line, and the
wermment provided aother
Becanse il was ol of slock,
e refosed to s the alterna-

& Adjust-
ing profit
marging to ensure fair comgse-
tition

® Condueling impact as-
sesgments fo analyse medinm
mnd longsterm effects on the
Tocal mnrket

The Balrain Flamiaciss
Society expressed ophimimm
aboul the ciall law s pobential
Lo enbasice competilion and
improve healtheare services.

SCH secrelary general Dr
Ibralim Al Mawakhda said
chiring the weckly seeson that
2,000 medicines were provid-
ed throngh goverument phar-
macies while 4000 others

cal facilities and alternatives
the eane medicine are sold

by puivate seclor campanies,”
lig sxid, i fesponst to & qiie-
v by chairman Ali Saleh Al
Saleh

“Thete are goverment pur-
chases through jeint GCC tens
clers and we are gelting medi-
cities al compselitive prices.

A for the National Health
Insurance Scheme, a lender
for cxpat insurance packages
will be izswed in dlcupcnmu:g
bwo weeks and we are wark-
g on the insnrance platform
for nationals — this will also

greater contributions (e the Future Generations Fand.

and affadrs

€ challman Kha

il Al Wlnskati, who had (o sitend wn uwrgent oflicial meeting,

hid requesied the delay

until nest Sumdy.

He had eavlier called for the implementatien of the re

vised formal, of saving money from the exp

al ail bar-

rels, from January 1, 2025 and the government had sabd it
wanld agdopt the new strategy provided it is approved by fhe
Shura Conneil and ratified by His Majesty King before the

el of the year.

wake owore medicines afford-
able in the future™

NHRA chief exccutive Dr
Ahmed Al Angari said all ba
A mnedicines, deemed neces-
2ary, are provided through the
wovermment facilities for free.

“We, for example, hive sev-
en fypes of paracelamal fhat
are provided through govern-
went hospitale or heafth cen-
tre= for free and so there isnoe
problem if two bz are out
of stock,” he said.

tive, and o T boughi her what
she wanted from a private
pharmacy.

“All medicines ae made
available by the govemnent
and from manerous manufac-
barers.”

He said the WHEA o
ducts routine and sudden in-
spections on phanmacies and
legal sctiom is taken agxins
vialators,

The legislation, already
approved by Fardiament tao
weeks ago. will now be rati-
fiedh by Fliz Majesty King Ta-
mad
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Shura Council unanimously supports pharmacy expansion plan amid concerns

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he Shura Council yester-
I day gave its unanimous
support to a govern-
ment-backed proposal allowing
pharmacies to open an unlimit-
ed number of branches, marking
a departure from long-standing
restrictions.
Parliament had earlier ap-

proved the removal of Article

28 of Decree-Law No. 18 0f 1997,
as amended by Decree No. 98 of
2024, which limited pharmacies
to five branches, with a sixth
allowed under strict conditions.

“This is a much-needed step
towards improving access to
medicines across Bahrain,” said
Council Member Dr Bassam Al
Binmohammed. “It enhances
the country’s purchasing power
and opens the door to sourcing
medicines from larger pharma-
cies”

However, not all members
were without concerns.

Fouad Al Hajji urged caution,
warning of the possible impact
on smaller Bahraini pharmacies.

“Opening the doors to large
international companies with
deep pockets could harm es-
tablished local businesses that
support families and employ
Bahrainis,” he said. “We must
ensure the right checks are in
place.”

Abuses

Al Hajji also raised the issue of
abuses in the system, citing ex-
amples of expatriates allegedly
stockpiling expensive medicines
from health centres and sending
them abroad.

“What happens to our nation-
al institutions if larger players
dominate the market?” he asked.

Abdullah Al Nuaimi expressed

- DR BASSAM AL BINMOHAMMED,
COUNCIL MEMBER

concern over the risks of com-
mercial interests taking prece-
dence over medicine quality and
professional ethics.

“There’s a danger this could
undermine trust and harm pa-
tients. Pharmacies should op-
erate independently from hospi-
tals and avoid shared ownership
arrangements,” he said.

Collaboration

Al Nuaimi called for great-
er collaboration under the Su-
preme Council of Health, em-
phasising the humanitarian and
national goals of the reform.

He also suggested the estab-
lishment of training institutes
for pharmacy and nursing to
meet local and global demand.

“Developing professionals,
setting up factories, and building

- DR IBTISAM AL DALLAL, COUNCIL
MEMBER

laboratories must be central to
the council’s strategy,” he added.

Shaikh Ahmed bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa argued for a bal-
anced approach.

“Pharmacy branches should
be set up according to popula-
tion density and the size of each
governorate,” he said. “At the
same time, drug prices must be
fair and within reach for every-
one.”

Registration

In a move to address availa-
bility, the National Health Reg-
ulatory Authority (NHRA) has
introduced reforms to speed up
medicine registration.

“In the past, it took around
nine months to register a med-
icine in Bahrain,” explained
NHRA CEO Dr Ahmed Al An-

- DR JAMEELA AL SALMAN, COUNCIL
MEMBER

sari. “Now, medicines already
approved in trusted countries
can be registered here within
nine days.””

Dr Al Ansari noted that 110
medicines were registered in
October alone, a sharp rise com-
pared to the previous rate of
15-20 per month.

Suppliers are also required to
maintain a four-month stock to
ensure steady availability.

Reforms

The broader healthcare strat-
egy in Bahrain includes initia-
tives beyond pharmacy reforms.

Supreme Council of Health
Secretary-General Dr Ebrahim
Al Nawakhda announced that
a health insurance scheme for
expatriates would be launched
within the next two weeks.
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“The tender process for the
health insurance project is un-
der review, and this trial phase
aims to establish the necessary
infrastructure for a nationwide
rollout for citizens,” he said.

Dr Al Nawakhda also noted
that approximately 4,000 medi-
cines are available in the private
sector, compared to 2,000 pro-
vided through public healthcare.

Alternatives

“Citizens are entitled to
choose alternatives for their pre-
scribed medicines from private
pharmacies,” he added, high-
lighting the expanded options
the new law could facilitate.

The legislation focuses on
complementary products, such
as vitamins and medical devi
es, while essential medicines
remain free.

“There’s no risk to essential
medicines as they’re controlled
by the government,” said Dr
Ahmed Al Arrayedh.

Dr Ibtisam Al Dallal wel-
comed the move but urged for
measures to prevent monopolies
and ensure pharmacies are fairly
distributed across the country.

Healthcare system

“This is about advancing our
healthcare system while keeping
medicines accessible for every-
one,” she said.

Other members stressed the
broader economic benefits.

“This law creates opportuni-
ties for Bahraini workers and
encourages investment,” said Dr
Ali Al Haddad.

“This is about adapting to the
modern needs of healthcare,”
added Dr Jameela Salman, who
praised the potential for Bahrain
to strengthen its standing as a
regional leader in high-quality
healthcare services.

Health matters

MPs push for ‘urgent’ ban on e-cigarettes and shisha for healthier future
ol

Move aims to protect
children and adolescents

H Naser
TDT | Manama

proposed law aiming to
ban the sale and distri-
bution of e-cigarettes

and shisha in Bahrain is set to
be debated by the Parliament’s
Services Committee.

The explanatory memoran-

dum the propos-

Hamad Al Doy

such as nicotine and carcino-
gens, which negatively impact
adoles brain devs

al highlights the urgent need to
protect public health and safe-
guard Bahraini society from the
widespread use of these prod-
ucts, particularly among chil-
dren and adolescents.

The proposal, spearheaded by
MP Hamad Al Doy, cites medical
studies demonstrating the sig-
nificant long-term health risks
associated with e-cigarettes.
Risks

These risks include respirato-
ry and cardiovascular diseases,
as well as an increased risk of
cancer.

The proposal emphasises the
presence of harmful chemicals,

The appealing flavors often
used in e-cigarettes are also
highlighted as a significant
factor driving their use among
young people, fostering addic-
tion and normalising smoking
among the youth.

Insufficient

The proposed legislation ar-
gues that the current laws are
insufficient to curb the wide-
spread availability of these
products, which it claims
threatens family stability and
social values, contradicting Is-
lamic teachings.

The easy accessibility of
e-cigarettes, even in schools and
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public areas, is a major concern.
‘The proposal counters the mar-
keting of e-cigarettes as a safer al-
ternative to traditional cigarettes,
stressing that studies show their
harm is equal to or greater than
that of conventional cigarettes.

Public awareness

The proposal calls for in-
creased public awareness cam-
paigns to educate the popula-
tion about the dangers of these
products.

The proposal cites successful
international examples of bans

and restrictions on e-cigarettes
and shisha, including a fellow
Gulf state that has banned their
import and sale, Australia which
restricts sales to prescrip-
tion-only, and countries such
as Singapore, India, and Canada
which have implemented com-
plete bans.

The proposed law aims to re-
duce the incidence of chronic
smoking-related diseases, pro-
mote preventative communi
values, and protect future gen-
erations from the dangers of
e-cigarette use.
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